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Anton Chekhov was born in 1860 in south Russia, the son of a poor grocer. At the age of 19 he followed his family to Moscow, where he studied medicine and helped to support the household by writing comic sketches for popular magazines. By 1888 he was publishing in the prestigious literary monthlies of Moscow and St. Petersburg: a sign that he had already attained maturity as a writer of serious fiction. During the next 15 years he wrote the short stories--50 or more of them--which form his chief claim to world pre-eminence in the genre and are his main achievement as a writer. His plays are almost equally important, especially during his last years. He was closely associated with the Moscow Art Theatre and married its leading lady, Olga Knipper. In 1898 he was forced to move to Yalta, where he wrote his two greatest plays, Three Sisters and The Cherry Orchard. The premiere of the latter took place on his forty-fourth birthday, Chekhov died six months later, on 2 July 1904.
