H. H. Munro (Saki)
(1870-1916)



HECTOR HUGH MUNRO was a Scot, born in Burma, and, like Kipling, was sent back to England at an early age to be brought up by two strict aunts. In his early twenties he returned to India and worked there with the Burma Military Police. He had always been delicate, and thirteen months in Burma weakened him so dangerously that he was obliged to return once more to England. His health recovered, he wrote "Alice in Westminster"--political sketches in the Lewis Carroll style, published in the Westminster Gazette; and later, during six years as foreign correspondent in Russia and the Balkans, he wrote and sent back to England many of the humorous short stories by which he is best remembered. His pseudonym was Saki, cupbearer in the Rubáiyát.

In World War I Munro enlisted as a private, in spite of several offers of a commission, and went to France as corporal at the age of forty-six. In November, 1916, he was killed in the battle of Beaumont-Hamel.

Saki had a rare sense of humor, and his stories, like himself, are full of high spirits, wit, and urbanity. "The empty glass we turn down for him," said Christopher Morley, "is the fragile hollow-stemmed goblet meant for dryest champagne: it is of the finest."
